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In my final year of high school I committed my life to the Lord Jesus.  After high school I worked for Bell Telephone and General Motors for a year each before joining the USAF through the Aviation Cadet Program.  My military career was a ministry from the Lord.  He proved His calling by a miracle healing of a hernia.  I served 23 years with the US Air Force in various pilot and executive capacities flying fighter aircraft as well as bombers, transports and the AC-130 Gunships in Special Operations. 
In 1964-1966, I was the Assistant Air Attache in the U.S. Embassy, Rabat, Morocco, and was instrumental in starting an international church in that city. My first combat tour in Vietnam was in 1967, followed by an assignment to the Office of the Secretary of Defense in Washington D.C. in 1970.  There I was the primary staff officer to plan the disengagement of military forces from Vietnam. My second combat tour in Vietnam was flying F-4 fighters.  
Next I attended the Air War College and also earned a Masters Degree in Political Science from Auburn University. In 1975, I served as Director of Command and Control for the Pacific Air Forces. My last military assignment was Deputy Director of Operations for the First Special Operations Wing in Florida, where I retired with the rank of Colonel in 1977.  

I prepared for missionary work by attending seminary; then joined the staff of Youth With A Mission (YWAM) based in Hawaii. The years with YWAM as their first Ship Ministries Coordinator, and helping establish work in SE Asia among refugees, proved to be fruitful ministry.  In 1981, I moved with the family to Seattle and became Director of International Personnel for World Concern, a Christian relief and development agency that works in developing countries. In 1984, I became an aviation consultant and helped develop the Skyfox twin-jet trainer designed to replace the T-33 trainer for foreign air forces.  Having been a part-time flight instructor since 1975, I accepted a position in 1988 with Cothron Aviation in Arlington, Texas, responsible for developing and managing air charter operations and serving as Chief Instructor for the flight school. 
In 1990, I began bi-vocational missionary service in Africa with a small team from Texas that established a new church and Bible school in Kinshasa, Zaire (now Democratic Republic of the Congo).  However, the business operations there, including the start-up of an air cargo service, had to be terminated when Zaire experienced political turmoil. I returned to Dallas and, in 1994, joined the Airline Crew Training Corp. where I was responsible for corporate planning and conducting a pilot training evaluation project for Indonesia.  Between January 1996 and August 2000, I served as Aviation Advisor for the Indonesian Government in the Ministry of Transportation. Here the Lord used me to bring a good number of students to Himself and to help begin another new church.

In early 2002, I joined the faculty of Texas State Technical College in Abilene as department Chairman and Chief Flight Instructor to develop a flight training program for future airline pilots. From February 2006 to March 2008, I was the Chief Flight Instructor for Auburn University in Alabama.  During these years in collegiate aviation we promoted missionary aviation and served as advisor to the International Association of Missionary Aviation (IAMA).  I now serve as Treasurer for IAMA.

 Since becoming a Christian in my final year of high school, I have enjoyed a purposeful and exciting life, and had much experience in overseas assignments in developing countries.  With my wife of 48 years, the former Annette Jackson of Abilene, TX, we have three married children and ten grandchildren.  We believe the best is yet to come.

