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I got saved kneeling beside my Mom's bed at the age of 5, and have been gradually growing in my faith ever since. When I was 9, my Dad left a 6 digit salary in Atlanta because God had called our family into missions. We spent the next 3 1/2 years in Haiti. Life wasn't always easy, but the other missionaries there had such a positive influence upon my young life….


We spent our second term in the United Kingdom, and got involved in an evangelical parish of the Church of England (before moving to England, we barely knew that there were Christians in the Church of England!!) In fact, my denominational upbringing has been fairly eclectic…The biggest impact upon my spiritual walk, however, has come from my parents, who taught me to save money, read the Bible daily, overcome lust, trust God, fast and pray, and pursue intimacy with God because it is the only thing that satisfies. We saw God give us incredible answers to prayer on the mission field.

 
Through a series of circumstances, and lots of prayer, God led me to Piedmont Baptist College in Winston-Salem…For the first time, I encountered opposition towards organizations such as Wycliffe Bible Translators or New Tribes. I was told that I was far too gifted to squandor my life as a missionary pilot, flying around people who wouldn't plant fundamental Baptist churches. It was hard at times, but the opposition only served to strengthen my conviction that God has called me into missionary aviation. 
 
Meanwhile I got involved at Calvary Baptist Church, a 6000 member church with a strong missions emphasis….I got to know the college ministry well. I helped out with the 2-300 kids on Wednesday nights, and taught a class of 2nd graders on Sunday morning. Piedmont held me very accountable on church attendance, and I was there at least four services a week. God used the church to provide for so many needs too. 

When I spent 10 weeks in China and the Philippines, I recieved huge support from different pastors on staff, and the encouragement from that was phenomenal… Having grown up as an MK and then going straight to Bible college, it was so cool to get into the lives of Christians who are not in vocational ministry. There was a men's group that met once a month, and it was great to see their faith, struggles, and trust in God. 
 
Before I had even graduated from Piedmont, Ernie Rogers hired me as a flight instructor for LU. My first assignment: teach a week long aviation camp for fourth through sixth graders. We took them flying, built rockets, told stories about missionary pilots, and introduced them to Steve Saint who flew in with the yellow Piper from End of the Spear. 

Working for Liberty has been great. I'm getting my Master's in Pastoral Counseling through Continuing Ed, and love teaching people to fly… I am heading into missionary aviation, and I am thrilled to be coming to Oshkosh.

